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hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees associated 
ninHinn anu necessarv fees for extensions 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0815, order number STAN-209. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
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By: 



3 amela Sherwood, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 36,677 
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Facsimile: (650) 327-3231 
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TECH CENTER 160012900 

1 (twice amended) A method of activating an oocyte in vitro, the method comprising: 
contacting said oocyte with nitric oxide (NO), an NO donor, nitric oxide synthase (NOS), 

orinducerof NOS;andi 

nniP^ nnmhi until the o ocyte has u ndergone at least one cell d.v.s.on, 

,., horai n gfl iH activation ■« P"*"™" in tnP »^ence ° f Sp6rm Sa ' d 
^^msn^ p indicates that the oocyte is activated 4 o .u u n t c rtho m i t o t ir r y rl B . 

5. (amended) A method of inhibiting oocyte activation during fertilization in vitro, the 
method comprising: 

contacting said oocyte with a nitric oxide synthase inhibitor- u. i u. tu o r dur i n g f o rt . l. rnt . o n ; 

and 

contacting said oocyte with sperm, 

wherein said oocyte is inhibited from activation rii .ring fertilization in vitro and r oo ntry into 
tho m i tot i c cycle . 

15. (twice amended) Tl . o method of Ch i ... 1 . furth e r rn m p ricing tho ctop o f A method of 
activating an oocyte in vi tm the method comprising: 

ea iH nncvt* with n fr * ™H* ^NOV an NO donor nitric oxide synthase (NOS), 

or induce r of NOS: andr 

contacting said oocyte with sperm; and prior to or dur i ng oaid act i v a ti o n . 
msintainina said c ™ V» -ntil the oocyte has undergone at least one cell division, 

wnrr ^ ^ ^.ninn .t.o indi cates t h at the oocyte is activated to raontorJh o jliMi r 
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